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CHAPTER XXIV 

THE FIRST PART OF HOLY WEEK 

§ 1. PAL�I SU�DA Y 

T
HE normal rites of Palm Sunday 1 suppose that the 
celebrant is assisted by deacon and subdeacon, that 
the �lass is a High i\fass. 

The persons who take part in the service are 
the celebrant, deacon and subdeacon, three other 

deacons \\·ho will chant the Passion, two masters of cere­
monies, z thurifer, two acolytes, torch-bearers, clergy in choir 
who receive palms and form the procession. It is supposed 
that the singers are among these. 

The following preparations are made beforehand. 
The altar is prepared for }\Jass, with the cross (veiled in

Passion-tide), six candles, and missal at the epistle side. 
The altar-cards may be on the altar from the beginning of 

the ceremony, or may be placed there by one of the masters 
of ceremonies while the celebrant vests for Mass. If it is the 
custom, branches of palm or olive may decorate the altar 
between the candles in the place where flowers are put on 
feasts. 3 

At the credence table everything for High .i\Iass is prepared 
as usual. 

Further, another \·essel of water, basin and towel are put 
here, that the celebrant may wash his hands after distributing 
the palms, the so-called "broad stole" for the deacon, if he 
uses a folded chasuble, also the holy water and sprinkler.� 
The processional cross (covered with purple) stands near the 
credence table, and by it a purple ribbon to tie a palm to it. 
Near the altar, at the epistle side,5 a table is prepared, covered 
with a white cloth. On this the palms are laid out, and are 
covered with a purple or white veil. 

The seat should be purple. On it the chasuble and three 
maniples are laid. If lecterns will be used for the singing of 

1 Caer. Ep., Lib. II, cap. xxi; Gavanti-:\Ierati, Pars IV, tit. vii (tom. i, 
pp. 262-271); �Iartinucci-�fenghini, I, ii, pp. 176-191; Van der Stappen, 
v, pp. 330-335; De Herdt, iii, pp. 25-42; Le Vavasseur, ii, 48-63; \Vapel­
horst, pp. 281-289. 

z The chief office of the second i\I. C. will be to attend to the deacons 
who sing the Passion. 

3 The Jlfem. Rit. prescribes this, absolutely, for the smaller churches 
of Rome: "Rami palmarum, loco florum, inter candelabra" (Tit. Ill, 
cap. i); cfr. Gavanti-1\Ierati, Pars IV, tit. vii, no. 8(ed. cit., tom. i, p. 265): 
'Between the candlesticks branches of palms or olives may be placed, 

decently adorned with gold or silver." 
• The same vessel of holy water may be used as for the Asperges.
5 The rubric in lhe missal (on Palm Sunday) says: "in the middle 

before the altar, or at the corner of the epistle." It is now always at the 
epistle side. Cfr. Gavanti-i\ferati, Pars IV, tit. vii, rub. vii (c), (ed. cit., 
p. 262).
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the Passion, they may be set up beforehand or brought out 
during the tract of the Mass. Three are used, in a line at a 
little distance from one another, at the place where the gospel 
is read. They may be bare or covered with purple cloth. 

In the sacristy the vestments are laid out for the celebrant 
and ministers. The celebrant will ,vear amice, alb, girdle. 
purple stole and cope; the deacon amice, alb, girdle, purple 
stole and folded chasuble; the subdeacon amice, alb, girdle 
and folded chasuble. In the sacristy, or other com·enient 
place, the vestments are prepared for the three deacons who 
will sing the Passion. They wear amice, alb, girdle, purple 
rnaniple and stole. 

The ceremony begins after terce. The Asperges takes place 
first. Then the acolytes bring maniples to the ministers and 
help them to put them on. The palms are uncovered. 

The celebrant goes up to the altar between the ministers. 
He kisses it in the middle; they bow. All go to the epistle 
side. Here the celebrant stands between the ministers and 
reads the first antiphon Hosanna .filio Davz"d in a low voice. 
Meanwhile it is sung by the choir; everyone else sits. Then 
all stand i the celebrant at the same place, not turning to the 
people and with hands still joined, sings Dominus --..1obiscum., 
and the collect, in the ferial tone. As soon as he begins the 
subdeacon comes down from the foot-pace to his place be­
hind the celebrant. He stands here, facing the altar, while 
the second acolyte takes off his chasuble and the second M. C. 
hands him the book of lessons. \,Vhen the collect is finished, 
he comes to the middle, accompanied by the second M. C. 
They genuflect to the altar, bow to the choir, as usual, and 
go to the place where the epistle is sung. All in choir sit. 
The subdeacon sings the lesson. He again makes the usual 
reverences to the altar and choir, comes to receive the cele­
brant's blessing, kissing his hand, as at Mass, puts on 
again the folded chasuble and goes back to the celebrant's 
left. The celebrant may read the lesson, one of the respon­
sories, say the ,liunda cor memn and read the gospel, all at 
the epistle side. 1 After the lesson the choir sings one of the 
responsories provided '' for a gradual." 2 The deacon goes 
down when the subdeacon has been blessed, making the usual 
reverences, takes off the folded chasuble and puts on the 
'' broad stole," assisted by an acolyte. The second M.C. 
hands him the book of lessons. He puts this in the middle of 
the altar, as at High l\lass, goes to the right of the celebrant 

1 This does not seem prescribed; Martinucci, "legcrc poterit" ( p. I ;9
1 

§ 25); Le Vavasscur, "Le Celebrant peut lire ... " (p. 52, § 178). But
see Caer. Ep., Lib. II, cap. xxi, § 4: "iis omnibus quae cantantur .•.
lectis "

2 Rubric of the missal. There seems no law against their singing both 
rcsponsorics. 

T 
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and assists as usual while incense is put on and blessed. The 
subdeacon then goes down to the middle and waits there. 
The deacon kneels on the edge of the foot-pace and says the 
.lfundti cor meum. He receives the celebrant's blessing, as at 
Mass. He sings the gospel exactly as at High Mass, the sub­
deacon holding the book, the thurifer, acolytes with candles 
and M.C. accompanying him. He incenses the book; the cele­
brant stands facing him at the epistle side. The celebrant 
afterwards kisses the book and is incensed, as at Mass. The 
deacon takes off the "broad stole" and maniple, and puts on 
the folded chasuble. The subdeacon takes off his maniple; the 
maniples are put at the sedilia. 1 The ministers stand again on 
either side of the celebrant. The celebrant, at the epistle side, 
chants the prayer that follows in the missal (in the ferial tone) 
and the preface. The choir answers. The tone of the preface 
is ferial. The choir sings Sauctus; the celebrant and ministers 
say it in a low voice, bowing. The prayers for blessing the 
palms follow. They are sung, in the ferial tone, by the cele­
brant. \Vhcn he makes the sign of the cross O\'er the palms 
with his right, he rests his left on the altar, and the deacon 
holds up the end of the cope. Incense is put on and blessed, 
the palms arc sprinkled with holy water, while the celebrant 
says Asperges me (without the psalm); the palms are incensed 
by the celebrant in silence, all as on all similar occasions. 
vVhen the palms have been incensed the thurifer takes the 
thurible back to the sacristy, unless the procession will follow 
very soon. 

When the palms are blessed the distribution follows. The 
celebrant and ministers come to the middle of the altar, bow 
to the cross and turn so as to face the people. If another 
priest is present, he comes forward, takes a palm from the 
M.C., kisses it and hands it to the celebrant, who kisses it on
receiving it, then gives it to the subdeacon to lay on the altar.
Both stand; neither kisses the hand of the other. The cele­
brant then first gives a palm to this priest. He receives it
kneeling on the foot-pace, and kisses first the palm, then the
celebrant's hand. If he is a canon or prelate he stands to
receive his palm, and docs not kiss the celebrant's hand. 2 If
no other priest be present, the deacon lays a palm on the altar.
Kneeling, the celebrant takes it thence, kisses it and hands it
to the subdeacon, who lays it again on the altar. 3 The minislcrs

1 l\fartinucci-1\Ienghini, I, ii, p. 180, § 39. This seems obviously the 
right moment to lay aside the maniples; they wear them only because of 
the lessons. l\lorcover, to do so now agrees with the rule of the Jllem.

Ril. for small churches (Tit. Ifl, cap. ii,§ 2). But other authors say the 
maniples are laid aside later, that of the subdeacon just be-fore he takes 
the processional cross, that of the deacon just before the procession 
starts. So Gavanti-Mcrati, Pars IV, tit. vii,§ 22 (vol. i, p. 267). 

2 Sec p. 259, n. 2. 

3 l\"cither of the ministers may gfre the palm to the celebrant. 



Ube jfirst ©art of 1l:>0ll] 'Wleek 275 

now receive their palms from the celebrant. If the Chapter is 
present the ministers receive them after the canons, unless 
they too are canons. They place their palms on the altar, or 
hand them to an acolyte. The deacon now stands at the left 
of the celebrant. He takes palms from an acolyte or the �I. C. 
and hands them to the celebrant for distribution. The sub­
deacon on the right holds the end of the cope. Palms are 
given to the clergy in choir. They come up two and two (if 
there is an uneven number the last group is of three) and take 
the palms from the celebrant, as they kneel on the edge of 
the foot-pace, kissing first the palm, then the celebrant's 
hand. Those in choir sit as soon as all in their line have re­
ceived palms. Palms may now be given to the people at the 
Communion rail or entrance of the sanctuary. The celebrant 
does so, having the ministers at his sides, as before. Or it 
may be done by another priest, who will wear a surplice and 
purple stole. 

The Roman books say that women should kiss only the 
palm, not the hand; 1 also that women should kneel separate 
from men.!! While the palms are distributed a server ties one 
to the processional cross. 

The celebrant and ministers go back to the altar, bow to 
the cross, and go to the epistle side; the celebrant washes his 
hands, as at Candlemas (p. 259), then standing between the 
ministers sings Domi1ms 1:obt'scum and the prayer, as before. 

While he does so the procession is formed. The th�rifer 
brings the thurible to the sanctuary, if he has put it away. 
The subdeacon takes the processional cross. He goes with 
the acolytes to stand at the entrance of the sanctuary, facing 
the altar. Neither the cross-bearer nor the acolytes with him 
genuflect. l\Ieanwhile the thurifer comes to the celebrant. 
Incense is put on and blessed as usual, the deacon assisting. 

The deacon takes the celebrant's palm from the :i\1. C. and 
gives it to the celebrant with the solita oscula. Then he takes 
his own. The thurifer goes to stand behind the cross-bearer, 
so as to be in front of him when all turn round; the deacon 
turns to the people, at the celebrant's right, and sings Pro­

cedam.us in pace. The choir answers Iu 1zomi'ue Chr
isti. Amen.

The procession starts, in this order: First the thurifer with 
incense, the subdeacon carrfing the cross between the acolytes, 
the singers 3 and the clergy in choir. These come out from 
their places two and two, genuflect before the altar and join 

1 Gavanti-i\Ierati, Pars IV, tit. vii, § 19 (ed. cit., vol. i, p. 267). 
! i\Iartinucci-1\Ienghini, I, ii, p. 182, § 55.
3 Some authors (e.g., 1\lartinucci, I, ii, p. 184, § 74) say that the singers

do not carry palms. This seems to be only because they think that a 
man cannot hold both a palm and a book to sing from. There is no 
reason why the singers should not hold palms, if they can do so con­
veniently. Indeed, the rubric of the missal says: '' omnes cum ramis in 
manibus"; so does the Cacr. Ep., Lib. II, cap. xxi, § 8. 
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those before them. The servers follow. The M.C. may go 
immediately before the celebrant, or at his right. Before leav­
ing the altar the celebrant and deacon, coming down from the 
foot-pace, make the usual reverence. The deacon takes the 
celebrant's biretta from the M.C. and hands it to him with 
the solita oscula, then takes his own. Both celebrant and 
deacon cover themselves. The deacon walks at the celebrant's 
left, holding the end of the cope in his right, his palm in his left. 
In the procession everyone holds the palm in the outer hand. 
Meanwhile the choir sings all or some of the antiphons ap­
pointed. During the procession the church bells should be rung, 
but not the Sanctus bell if Mass is being said at a side altar. 1 

The procession should go outside the church. Finally it 

:p :p 
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FIG. 36. PALM SUNDAY: THE PROCESSION Bl-:FORE THE 
CHURCH DOORS 

The ministers wear folded chasubles. The deacon is at the cele­
brant's left, except while actually ministering to him 

arrives outside the church doors, which are shut. Here it 
stands thus: the subdeacon with an acolyte on either side is 
immediately before and facing the doors, 2 the thurifer stands 
to the right of the right-hand acolyte. The celebrant and 
deacon stand behind the subdeacon, also facing the door, but 
at some distance from it. The choir and clergy form lines, 
one on either side, between the celebrant and the door; or 
they make a wide semicircle around. 

Meanwhile two or more cantors 3 remain inside. They 
should separate themselves from the rest of the choir when 

1 Martinucci-l\1enghini, I, ii, p. 185, §§ 75, 78. 
2 Gavanti thinks the cross should be turned so as to face the celebrant 

behind (Pars IV, tit. vii, Rub. 16 1 9); Merati is not sure (ib., § 26, vol. i, 
p. 268); Martinucci, Le Vavasseur, and most modern authors say nothing
about this. f\' o rubric says so. He had better hold the cross as usual; it
would be strange to strike the door with the cross backwards.

3 Missal rubric: '' duo vel quatuor cantores "; Gaer. Ep., Lib. II. 
cap. xxi, § 8 :_ "aliqui cantores." 
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The Narrator begins at once Fassio Domini' 11ostri Iesu

Christi secundum 1.llattlzaeum. \Vithout further ceremony they 
sing the Passion, with joined hands. All in choir and in church 
stand as they do so; and all hold their palms, 1 except the 
deacons of the Passion and sen·ers who hold the book. 
Meanwhile the celebrant, deacon and subdeacon stand at the 
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FIG. 3i· PAL:'>t SC:SDA\' (A);D GOOD FRIDAY): THE P..\SSIO� 

The ministers wear folded chasubles 

8 

epistle corner of the altar, as at the introit. The celebrant 
reads the Passion in a low Yoice. He does not genuflect at 
the words emi'sit spiritzmi. \Vhen he has finished, he and the 
ministers turn to face the deacons of the Passion, and stand 
there in line holding their palms. At the holy Name they bow 

1 The celebrant and his ministers take their palms from the l\I.C. 
when he has finished reading the Passion. 
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corner the post-communion. Mass ends as usual, except that

after Ite missa est and the response, Alleluia is added twice.

After Mass the Sanctissimum is brought back to the taber-

nacle. In doing- so the priest observes the usual rule, as at

pp. 249-250.
The candles on the altar, the triple candle and Paschal

candle are put out.

All is brought back to the sacristy and put away.

§ 12. THE FUNCTION SUNG
In this case there will be, if possible, a M.C., cross-bearer,

thurifer, two acolytes, and four other servers who, in the

earlier part of the service, attend on the celebrant ^ and serve

as torch-bearers during the Mass.
The preparations are made as in the Memoriale rituum, ex-

cept that the purple vestments used at the fire may then be
laid out at the sedile. The celebrant may change his vestments
each time there, except before the Mass.
At the blessing of the fire the acolytes stand on either side

of the celebrant. They may bring the grains of incense, thur-

ible and holy water with them, as in the function with minis-

ters.

The litanies may be chanted by two cantors; if so, the

celebrant will lie prostrate before the altar, rising and going
to the sacristy to vest at the petition Peccatores te rogamns audi
nos."^

All will be sung by the celebrant, cantors and choir, as at

the normal service with ministers.^ The prophecies may be
sung by lectors.* Incense is used throughout, at Mass and
vespers, as when there are ministers." The organ is played at

the Gloria.^

The Mass that follows will be a sung Mass, according to

the usual rule, with the exceptions for this day. Vespers will

be sung, as when there are ministers.

* Other servers besides the thurifer and acolytes are useful to bring-

and hold things at the fire and font. The M.C. will direct them and send
them for what is wanted.

^ Le Vavasseur, ii, p, 233, § 175. In this case the litanies should begin
as soon as the procession leaves the baptistery.

^ Le Vavasseur, ii, p. 227, § 156; p. 229, § 159; p. 231, § 168; p. 233,
§ 175; P-.233, § 178, etc. De Herdt, iii, p. 102, § 6; p. 103, § 7, etc.

* In this case, after the " Exsultet," the book is taken from the lectern,

its white cloth removed, and it is placed in the middle of the choir or
sanctuary.

' Cfr. Le Vavasseur, i, p. 517. ^ Le Vavasseur, ii, p. 234, § 179.




